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This course covers macroeconomics, including such topics as economic
growth, economic fluctuations, and monetary and fiscal policy. It is taught at
an intermediate level and is aimed at sophomores majoring in economics
(although students in other majors are welcome). Economics 101 Ob and 1011 b
cove r the same topics, with 1011 b taking a more mathematical approach. All
students are assumed to have already studied microeconomics and
macroeconomics at the principles level (Ee 1 O}.
The course has three hourly lectures each week. In addition, each
student is assigned to a smaller discussion section, which meets for one hour
each week. The course requirements are a midterm exam, a section exam, a
final exam, a paper, and regular problem sets.
The primary reading for the course is the textbook Macroeconomics,
second edition, by N. Gregory Mankiw (Worth Publishers). Also required are
MacroBytes II by David Weil (the software designed for the text and sold
separately) and Peddling Prosperity by Paul Krugman (Norton Publishers). All
of these are available at the Harvard Coop.
In addition, the workbook to accompany the text is available at the Coop.
The workbook is optional. Nothing will be assigned from it.
The lectures will follow the sequence of topics as they are presented in
the text. So, in a sense, the text's table of contents is an outline for the
course. You should be reading the text as the course progresses. Problem sets
from the text and software will be assigned in lecture almost every week. The
problem sets will be the basis for discussions in the sections.
The Krugman book is required reading that you can do whenever is most
convenient during the term. If you wish, you can read it during the spring
reading period. The material in this book will be included on the final exam, but
not on the midterm.
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